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80 "Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

Aislinge Meic Conglinne : The Vision of Mac Conglinne. A Middle- 
Irish Wonder Tale. Edited, with a Translation (based on W. M. Hen- 
nessy's), Notes, and a Glossary, by Kuno Meyer. With an Introduc- 
tion by William Woolner. London: David Nutt, 270, 271, Strand. 
Pp. liii, 21. 

This tale is preserved in two versions, that of the Leabhar Breac (14th 
century) being, according to Woolner, an expansion of the other. This ver- 
sion, though often tedious and inartistic on account of its excessive detail, 
abounds in incidents illustrating mediaeval life. A poor scholar is pos- 
sessed with a desire to make a journey ; his departure is graphically de- 
scribed : — 

" A great longing seized the mind of the scholar to follow poetry, and 
to abandon his reading. For wretched to him was his life in the shade of 
his studies. . . . Then he sold the little stock he possessed for two wheaten 
cakes and a slice of old bacon with a streak across its middle. These he 
put in his book-satchel. And on that night two pointed shoes of hide, of 
seven-folded dun leather, he shaped for himself. He arose early on the 
morrow, and tucked up his shirt over the rounds of his fork, and wrapped 
him in the folds of his white cloak, in the front of which was an iron 
brooch. He lifted his book-satchel on to the arched slope of his back. 
In his right hand he grasped his even-poised knotty staff, in which were 
five hands from one end to the other. Then, going right-hand-wise round 
the cemetery, he bade farewell to his tutor, who put gospels around him." 

The story proceeds to relate how the scholar is everywhere well received 
as a poet (whose sharp tongue was dreaded) ; how, in the guest-house of 
Cork, he gets a poor meal, and makes a satire on the monks, for which the 
abbot proposes to crucify him ; how St. Mura appears to him, and instructs 
him in a vision, by the recitation of which Cathal, king of Munster, may 
be relieved of a hungry devil by which the king is possessed. This is ac- 
complished by a long story, in which is narrated a visit to a country in 
which the lakes are milk, the mountains butter, and so on. At last the 
hungry demon becomes desperate, and jumps out of the mouth of the king 
in order to seize on food tantalizingly offered. Students of Middle-Irish 
will thank Mr. Meyer for his excellent little work, and the accompanying 
glossary. 

W. W.N. 

Strack, Hermann L. — Das Blutaberglaube in der Menschheit, 
Blutmorde und Blutritus. Zugleich eine Autwort auf die Herausfor- 
derung des " Osservatore Cattolico." Vierte, neu beartritete Auflage. 
Miinchen, 1892. 8vo, xii, 152 S. 

Dr. Strack, who is Professor of Theology at the University of Berlin 
and a distinguished Hebraist, as well as a soldier in the cause of religious 
and social liberty for the oppressed Jews of Central Europe, has brought 
together in this little volume a mass of interesting details regarding the 
use and employment of blood in ritual and superstition. Some of the 
topics discussed are these : — 
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The drinking of human blood (sometimes mixed with wine) in connec- 
tion with oaths and covenants, or as a sign of friendship ; use of the blood 
of other men as medicine, especially for curing leprosy ; use of his own 
blood by a patient ; use of the blood, etc., of executed criminals and per- 
sons who have met a violent death, particularly as a remedy for epilepsy ; 
use of hands of dead men, skulls (for drinking-cups), etc. ; superstitions 
connected with human blood, and use of blood in ritual. 

Dr, Strack takes up the charge that the Jews use the blood of little 
Christian children in their rites, treats it historically, and shows how hollow 
it is. About the most recent promulgator of this calumny of a whole race 
is the " Osservatore Cattolico " of Milan, and Professor Strack succeeds in 
proving the utter falsity of the assertions, and does not leave the journal a 
leg to stand upon. The amount of rehabilitation of century-old myths 
and foundationless reports that has been pressed into the service of the 
Anti-Semite Crusaders is enormous. It is to be hoped that the book now 
under notice, with its wide treatment of the subject, will go far towards 
relegating such charges to the realm of myth and folk-lore, where they 
properly belong. Here science can lend to justice a helping hand in re- 
lieving a people to whom the world owes its highest conceptions of religion 
from a charge that savors of mediaevalism, and it is to be hoped that there 
will no longer be found in Germany men calling themselves scientists to 
lend countenance to the crusade against the Jews. 

A. F. Chamberlain. 

In a volume entitled " Roman Etruscan Remains in Popular Tradition " 
(New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 1892 ; 4to, pp. viii, 385), Mr. Charles 
Godfrey Leland gives the results of inquiries into magic and witchcraft in 
the Tuscan Romagna. The first part, entitled " Gods and Goblins," con- 
tains a number of spells and tales, in which occur names of spirits, which 
Mr. Leland considers to be survivals of Etruscan belief. The second part 
is devoted to remarks on " Incantations, Divination, Medicine, and Amu- 
lets." It is intended hereafter to print in this Journal matter obtained in 
America from Italian immigrants relating to names of spirits mentioned in 
Mr. Leland's book, until which time we defer a detailed notice. Nothing 
can be more beautiful than the execution of the volume, which is illustrated 
by the author. 



NOTES ON JOURNALS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

The third volume of " A Journal of American Ethnology and Archae- 
ology " consists chiefly of an outline of the Documentary History of the 
Zufii Tribe, by A. F. Bandelier. The writer traces this history from the 
discovery by the Spaniards, in 1538, to the revolution of 1680. He de- 
monstrates that the " Cibola " of Fray Marcos was Zufii. According to his 
accounts, the government of the Zuiiis was much what it is to-day, a mili- 
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